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In this investigation, you applied your ideas about integers to develop
algorithms for calculating any sums and differences.

Think about your answers to these questions. Discuss your ideas with other
students and your teacher. Then write a summary of findings in your
notebook.

1. a. How can you decide if the sum of two numbers is positive,
negative, or zero without actually calculating the sum?

b. How can you decide if the difference of two numbers is positive,
negative, or zero without actually calculating the difference?

2. a. What procedure(s) will find the sum a + b of two numbers 
where a and b represent any integer?

b. What procedure(s) will find the difference a - b of two numbers
where a and b represent any integer?

3. How can any difference a - b of two numbers be restated as an
equivalent addition statement?

Investigation 2 Adding and Subtracting Integers 41

7cmp06se_AN2.qxd  5/18/06  7:58 AM  Page 41


